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Accelerated Action 

1 .O Project Description 

The Department of Energy proposes a Fall 1995 construction project at the Rocky Flats 

Environmental Technology Site, located north of Golden, Colorado, portions of which 

would take place in wetlands. The project requires construction of a passive seep 

interception and treatment system to collect and treat water emanating from the east face 

of the Present Landfill (named Individual Hazardous Substance Site 114) in Operable 

Unit Seven (see Photograph, Present Landfill and East Landfill Pond). The objective of 

this accelerated action is to reduce contaminant loading to the East Landfill Pond by 

striving to meet chemical-specific Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirement 

(ARAR) concentration limits for the specific pollutants. Water would be intercepted at 

the seep (SW097) with a temporary system (see Figure l), including 3-inch 

perforated polyvinyl chloride (PVC) collection pipe, drain rock, and a precast manhole 

base section. A 45yd2 yard area in the vicinity of the seep will be excavated to an 

approximate depth of 2-5 feet (to the weathered bedrock) and the manhole base section, 

drain rock, and collection pipe will be emplaced. The collection pipe will be backfilled 

with drain rock to direct the seep flow to the manhole base section, which in turn acts as 

a flow and head equalizing basin. From the concrete manhole, a 3-inch solid PVC double- 

contained pipe, offset at 45 degrees, will direct the intercepted seep to a series of 

carbon-based reactor tanks housed in a steel tank. The discharge pipe is 2-inch solid 

PVC and treated water is discharged from the steel tank directly to the pond. The pond 

will be maintained at an elevation of 5,919 feet or lower to allow for efficient operation 

of the interception and treatment system. A temporary dike consisting of hay bales, 

liner material, and rip rap will be placed upstream of the seep to prevent surface wafer 

runoff and sediments from entering the seep interception system (see Figure 2). 

The interception and treatment system is scheduled to operate until July 1997, at which 

time Interim Measure construction will begin. 
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Document Subject: 
TRANSMllTAL OF WETLAND ASSESSMENT FOR THE PASSIVE SEEP INTERCEPTION AND TREATMENT SYSTEM 
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY IN OPERABLE UNIT SEVEN 

(95-RM-ER-0073-KH) AMP-075-95 RMRS Record 22.053F 

The 10 CFR Part 1022 requirements have been satisfied with the publication of the Notice of Involvement in the 
Wednesday, January 27, 1993, Federal Register and completion of the enclosed wetland assessment. The wetland 
assessment should be transmitted to Patricia Powell of the Environmental Guidance Division. 

During an Operable Unit Seven Agency Interface meeting held August 15, 1994, the Environmental Protection Agency 
representative, Arturo Duran, stated that wetland mitigation for the area disturbed during construction of the Seep 
Interception and Treatment system would not be required separately and should occur with wetland mitigation for the 
Interim Measure/lnterim Remedial Action. He also stated that wetland mitigation must be completed prior to the start of the 
Interim Measure construction. 

The passive seep interception and treatment system will be constructed before the mitigation bank is developed and 
mitigation will have to be achieved either by mitigation at the site north of the Standley Lake Protection Project or 
combined with mitigation for the final landfill closure. 

Either option will require approval by EPA’s Waste Management Division as Clean Water Act is delegated to this division 
per CERCLA. 

If you have questions concerning this transmittal, please contact Ed Mast, of my staff, at extension 8589. 
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